BARBARIAN STORIES

and then having them hanging about sulking and
crying. Besides, if one was going to see as much of
anyone as one was bound to of one's slave in winter
quarters, it was absolutely essential to have something
cheerful to look at! So by and by he stopped teasing
Rudd beyond the point where it would be met with
a grin, and took a lot of trouble over teaching him
Latin. Of course the boy answered to a little kind-
ness, and that was very gratifying too when there
were so few things to amuse one outside.

Sometimes he went off to drink and play dice with
the other officers, and sometimes there was cock- or
dog-fighting. But he was not at all popular; his
father had been a friend first of Sulla and then of
Lucullus, and that was remembered against him;
besides he had not much money of his own, so he
disliked losing bets and showed it sometimes. If there
had been any women to make love to that would have
been something, but the natives were fattish and
greasy, with no more kick than puddings. It was
bitterly cold sometimes up in North Gaul; if it had
been sunny he could have lain about quite happily
doing nothing at all - or could have before this knee
went wrong.

So he went back evening after evening to his
draughty little hut and sat there, reading and making
up accounts, and wondering how to make certain of
being elected quaestor, and where he could get the
necessary money. And on the whole it was some
comfort to have the red-head moving about the place,
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